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Silapabanleng - Siamese Music

Concert to Celebrate the 111" Anniversary of Prasidh Silapabanleng, the 125" Anniversary
of Luang Vichit-Vadakan and the 50" death Anniversary of Klaus Pringsheim
Program

Luang Vichit-Vadakan/Klaus Pringsheim (arr.)
The Blood of Suphan (\aa@agwssns)
The Moon (A293%n?)

Prasidh Silapabanleng/ Chanyapong Thongsawang (arr.)
Siamese Suite for Piano and Orchestra

- Intermission ——-----—--————-

Prasidh Silapabanleng/ Chanyapong Thongsawang (arr.)
Phakavali Ballet Suite in One Act

Chanyapong Thongsawang (pianist & conductor)
Krit Niramittham (conductor)

Sirimongkol Natayakulwong (choreographer)
Immanuel Orchestra & PGVIM Ensemble

Ballet Dancers from FACS Mahasarakham University,

We Dance Studio & Arabesque Studio

Thursday 5 October 2023 at 18:00 hrs.
Sangita Vadhana Hall

Princess Galyani Vadhana Institute of Music
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Silapabanleng’s Siamese Music

Prasidh Silapabanleng (1912-1999), a prominent Thai composer and
National Artist (1988), learnt Thai traditional music, especially Ranad Eak, from his father,
Lang Praditpairoh. In 1930 he visited Cambodia with his father, who was invited to teach
traditional music there. Later Prasidh Silapabanleng studied Western music theory with
Phra Chenduriyang and piano playing with Nart Thavornbutr before his further study in
composition with Klaus Pringsheim at the Tokyo Academy of Music in Japan between
1935-37.

After returning to Thailand Prasidh Silapabanleng worked as the conductor and
composer at the Western Music Division of the Fine Arts Department in 1938. During
the Second World War he served in the Thai Army as an interpreter/liaison-officer.
He later established the Phakavali Institute of Dance and Music together with his wife
Ladda (Saratayon) Silapabanleng, his elder sister Dame Chin Silapabanleng and his father
Luang Praditpiroh.

Prasidh’s compositions, combining Siamese characteristics and classical
compositional techniques, can be divided into three main categories:

1. Orchestral works: for example, Siamese Suite, Siamese Romance,

Cherd Nai - The Prelude of Siam & Siang Tian for female chorus and orchestra

2. Chamber music: for instance, arrangements of Thai traditional music Siang

Tian and Damnern Sigh for string quartet

3. Theatre music for the Phakavali troupe in collaboration with his wife, Ladda

(Saratayon) Silapabanleng, as the theatre director.

To celebrate the 111" anniversary of Prasidh Silapabanleng, the 125" anniversary

of Luang Vichit-Vadakan, and the 50" death anniversary of Prof. Klaus Pringsheim,
the author performed a lecture concert at the Goethe Institute in Bangkok on the 111th
birthday of the composer on 10 July 2023. Moreover the author is going to conduct the
concert Silapabanleng’s Siamese Music, performed by the Immanuel Orchestra and PGVIM

Ensemble on the 5" of October at 18:00 at the Sangita Vadhana Hall, Princess Galyani
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Vadhana Institute of Music. This concert features the arrangements of Luang Vichit-
Vadakan’s famous theatrical songs - The Blood of Suparn and The Moon, orchestrated
by Klaus Pringsheim, Prasidh Silapabanleng’s Siamese Suite, arranged for piano and
orchestra by the author and the Phakavali Ballet Suite, the author’s collaborative work with

Associate Professor Dr. Sirimongkol Natayakulwong, a choreographer for ballet dancers.

The Blood of Suphan, a play written by Luang Vichit-Vadakan, premiered in 1936
when he was the Director of the Department of Fine Arts. Influenced by the nationalism
of Field Marshal Phibulsongkram’s policy, the story is based on an invasion of Myanmar
troops in Suphanburi, the brave fight of Suphan villagers,and the tragic love between
Mangrai, a handsome honest Myanmar soldier, and Duang Jan (in Thai meaningmoon),
an ordinary villager in Suphanburi.

The play combines dialogue, lyric drama, dance, Thai traditional music and
modern Thai songs (Pleang Thai Sakol). Luang Vichit-Vadakan also collaborated on the

musical creation with Luang Praditpairoh.

When Klaus Pringsheim moved to Bangkok in 1937 to work as a music advisor
to the Department of Fine Arts before returning to Japan in 1939, he arranged Siamese
songs by Luang Vichit-Vadakan for orchestra as well as for violin and piano, entitled
“Siamese Melodies - Suite for Violin and Piano”, op. 37. This song cycle consists of 5
songs: 1. “Just a Dream” (“AHEW’) 2. “Take my Flower” (“L%tuu"ﬁmmﬂvl.ﬁ”) 3. “Prayer”
(‘UULEUNT") 4. “Far away” (“AAnawe bna”) 5. “The Moon” (“A2939un3”). Pringsheim
also organised a concert in Japan with a performance of Siamese songs, as he wrote a
letter to Ajarn Prasidh dated on 28" May 1940 from Tokyo: “On my advice Mr. Takami will
sing in his vocal concert a number of songs by Luang Vichit-Vadakan in Siamese language
[...] - three from Princess Saen Wee, two (or three [...] from The Blood of Suparn).”

Pringsheim also conducted the Royal Orchestra Bangkok and made a recording

of “The Blood of Suparn” and “The Moon” with the ODEON record label.
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Pringsheim applied polyphonic techniques, chromatic chords, suspension notes
and borrowed chords, which happened more than usual, to create ambitious tonality.
He managed the phrase by dividing it into consonance - dissonance - consonance:
clear tonal function at the beginning and ending, free harmonically in the middle. He also
often used chromatic (eventually combined with diatonic) parallel movements to make
the harmony in the middle of a phrase more ambiguous. The result, although the music
is harmonically conceived, sounds more polyphonic. The ambiguity of harmony after
the beginning of a phrase reminds me of techniques used by the late German Romantic

composers.

Siamese Suite, a masterpiece of Prasidh Silapabanleng, was composed in
May 1953. According to an interview with his son, Associate Professor Dr. Kulthorn
Silapabanleng, at that time, Mr. Kasem Suwongse, who graduated from the Architecture
Faculty, Chulalongkorn University, and who was also an amateur pianist and a pupil
of Ajarn Prasidh, told his teacher about a news from the newspaper Pim-Thai that the
Belgian embassy would like to invite composers from around the world to write a symphony
for the Queen Elisabeth competition in Belgium, which hold the international composition
category the first time in 1953. Ajarn Prasidh had only 15 days to complete the symphony
with the assistance of Mr. Kasem Suwongse for preparing the manuscript.

Although he did not receive any prize from the competition, this Thai classical
piece became well-known on the international stage. The Siamese Suite was finally
premiered at the UNESCO Music Conference in Manila, the Philippines, in 1954 followed
by long applause from the audience.

Siamese Suite illustrates Siamese characteristics in a symphonic work. The
first movement in Andante con moto, Prasidh Silapabanleng brought his orchestral piece,
entitled Intermezzo, which was supervised by Prof. Klaus Pringsheim, for his final project at
the Tokyo Academy of Music and was performed by the Tokyo Radio Symphony Orchestra
along with the Siamese Royal March, written by Klaus Pringsheim on the occasion of the
recent visit to Siam by King Ananda Mahidol. According to the radio program description

The Only Siamese Music, the Intermezzo is a short and intimate piece of music, strongly
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expressive of delicate romantic feelings, and is extremely well composed and effectively
set for a small orchestra, showing the composer’s high standard of musical ability and
skill. Prasidh Silapabanleng then renamed the Intermezzo as Moon over the temple to
depict Asian culture and the Buddhist religion.

The second movement is newly composed under the title, In the Grand Palace
in Moderato tempo to present the Monarchy in Thailand. The third melancholic movement,
Siamese Lament, in a slow tempo Lento cantabile depicts a gloomy atmosphere with
a solemn melody by oboe imitating a Thai traditional wind instrument.

The final movement, entitled In Bangkok’s Chinatown, is the longest one
(around half the duration of the whole piece). It consists of 4 parts: 1. Introduction (Adagio)
; 2. Love Scene (Lento); 3. Heartbreak (Andante cantabile); and 4. At the wedding
(Allegro). It derived from the original song ‘27"%2@ (Rejoice) with a merry dance scene
from the play ?/mms’v’%u, which demonstrates the Chinese Freedom Movement in 1937
by young Chinese students against the Japanese during the beginning of the second

Sino-Japanese war.

Phakavali Ballet Suite is derived from the Phakavali musical play conducted
by the Silapabanleng family. Prasidh Silapabanleng composed airs for voice(s) with
chamber orchestra, whereas his father Luang Praditpairoh led the Thai traditional ensemble
in the show. The original libretto, consisting of 6 scenes, was written by “Sangthong” (Arun
Boonyamanop). The play presumably premiered in 1945 with great success, followed
by the second performance probably in May 1946, presided over by H. M. King Ananda
Mahidol (King Rama 8) and his younger brother Prince Bhumibol Adulyade;j (later H. M.
King Rama 9).

Ukote Chanroeng acted as the main male role of Prince Stanonda, whereas
Anong Naksawasd (Pattanakul) played the principal female role of the goddess Phakavali.
The other three goddesses were performed by Choosri Mesommon (Rojanapradit), Somsri
Sonthirat and Saisawaat (unknown surname), whilst Mayuri Chanroen played Lord Indra.

Phakavali is the name of the youngest goddess of the four. The story depicts a

lovelorn relationship between the goddess Phakavali and Prince Stanonda. Their love is
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troubled by the Lord Indra and Princess Chittawat of the city of Tri Trueng. With true love,
conditional commitment, and jealousy, the story ends with tragedy as both the goddess
and the prince die in an inferno.

It is challenging to arrange Prasidh Silapabanleng’s theatrical play Phakavali in
6 acts, which takes over two hours, into the Phakavali Ballet Suite in one act (for around
30 minutes), as the author need to deliberately choose theatrical music as well as Thai
traditional music and arrange them without lyrics to suit the gentle dancing step. With
the advantage of technology the author uses a visual choreographic design to illustrate
the mythological fantasy of the tragic love between the goddess Phakavali and Prince
Stanonda.

The first act, depicting four goddesses: Angala, Jinja, Maratee and Phakavali
flying down to the earth for a swim in the Anodad Pond, whilst Prince Stanonda tries to
flirt with Phakavali, is accompanied by two original theme songs, Winter Wind (a#%%13)
and Have a Heart Just Once (Aﬁuzﬁlﬁﬂﬂ%\?).

The second act illustrates the heavenly scene of Lord Indra with an elegant
music excerpt from Cherd Nai - The Prelude of Siam, followed by an exciting section,
when Lord Indra punishes and curses Phakavali and Stanonda.

The third act begins with a melancholic melody of the beginning of Siang Tiang
to show the unconscious lonely Phakavali in a temple, followed by Oh Love (Zﬁ%’n), alove
duet, when Stanonda and Phakavali find each other again.

The fourth act, depicting the royal palace of Tri Trueng and Princess Chittawat,
begins with an excerpt of anxious character music in D minor Sweetheart (m\ﬂa) from
the play My Honored Love (Lﬁﬂiﬁﬁ'ﬂﬁ%’m/a\?ﬁ?) , followed by a dramatic sword fighting
scene between two men with the dramatic war-like music Guerra, Guerra! from Norma,
a tragedia lirica opera by Vincenzo Bellini, and the one sided love duet, To Be a Woman
(Zé’tf/umﬁ\?), between Chittawat and Stanonda. This act ends with the final section of
Sweetheart (@3\72@), cited from the Rhapsody of the Siamese Romances composed by

Prasidh Silapabanleng.
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In the fifth act, Stanonda tries to escape the city to meet Phakavali at the temple
in the final scene. The theme song Winter Wind (a&#1413) reappears followed by In Love
in Vain (Lﬁf_’/uwfn) before the tragic ending by the fire at the temple with the selected
climactic dramatic finale of Norma, in which both leading actor and actress (Norma and

Pollione) die in an inferno.

Conclusion

The Silapabanleng family plays an important role to promote Thai music and
adapt it to suit a contemporary context. Luang Praditpairoh developed a way to play Thai
traditional music, expanded it to Thao, taught with oral transmission to his pupils and
invented written notation of Thai music. He noticed the musical talent of his son Prasidh
Silapabanleng and had a good vision to support him to study classical music composition
with Prof. Klaus Pringsheim in Tokyo. Prasidh, as the first Thai classical composer, arranged
Thai traditional music for classical Western instruments by applying classical harmonic
progression and counterpoint technique to illustrate Thai classical music in a creative way.
Nowadays there are various arrangements of Thai classical music in different styles. My
project carries on to promote valuable Thai musical literature in a contemporary context

to make accessibility simpler and attractive in the present day.
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Siamese Suit
I. Moon Over the Temple

Andante com moto

Prasidh Silapabanleng (composer)
Chanyapong Thongsawang (arranger)
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Siamese Suite

IT1. Siamese Lament

Prasidh Silapabanleng (composer)
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Siamese Suit
IV. In Bangkok's Chinatown

Prasidh Silapabanleng (composer)
Chanyapong Thongsawang (arranger)
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I. Moon over the Temple

Andante con moto

Prasidh Silapabanleng
arr. by Chanyapong Thongsawang
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II. In the Grand Palace

Prasidh Silapabanleng

arr. by Chanyapong Thongsawang
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III. Siamese Lament
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VI. In Bangkok's Chinatown

Introduction
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Asst. Prof. Dr. Chanyapong Thongsawang

Chanyapong Thongsawang, Thai pianist and musicologist, received his PhD in
musicology at the University of Music and Performing Arts Vienna in 2015. Parallel to his
PhD studies, he was a postgraduate piano student of Prof. Dr. Margit Haider-Dechant
and took part in a fortepiano class of Wolfgang Brunner at the Anton Bruckner Private
University in Linz, Austria. Currently, he is a full-time lecturer and Assistant to the Pres-
ident for Foreign Affairs at Princess Galyani Vadhana Institute of Music.

Chanyapong was a piano student of Nat Yontararak in Bangkok from 1995 to
2004. Further study followed at Bern University of the Arts in Switzerland with Tomasz
Herbut. He also took harpsichord lessons with Dirk Borner and fortepiano lessons with
Edoardo Torbianelli. Moreover, he attended a conducting class with Dominique Roggen
and Ludwig Wicki. He obtained master’s degrees both in Music Performance (2008) and
Music Pedagogy (2010) there.

Chanyapong won the first prize from the 5" Nat-Studio Piano Competition in
Bangkok in 1997. He received the excellent prize from the First International Chopin Piano
Competition in Asia held in Japan in 2000. Two years later he won the first prize from the
6" Chopin Piano Competition in Bangkok. In 2010, he received the third prize from the
18" International Music Competition Citta di Cortemilia in Italy.

Apart from his musical talent, he graduated with a bachelor’s degree in Electrical

Engineering at Chulalongkorn University.
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PRINCESS GALYANI VADHANA INSTITUTE OF MUSIC

Silapabanleng - Siamese Suite

Program

Luang Vichit-Vadakan/Klaus Pringsheim (arr.)
The Blood of Suphan (\aagnW33mH)
The Moon (a293un3)

Prasidh Silapabanleng/ Chanyapong Thongsawang (arr.)

Siamese Suite for Piano and Orchestra

Prasidh Silapabanleng/ Chanyapong Thongsawang (arr.)
Phakavali Ballet Suite in One Act

Chanyapong Thongsawang (pianist & conductor)
Krit Niramittham (conductor)

Sirimongkol Natayakulwong (choreographer)
Immanuel Orchestra & PGVIM Ensemble
Ballet Dancers from FACS Mahasarakham University,
We Dance Studio & Arabesque Studio

Thursday 5 October 2023

Princess Galyani Vadhana Institute of Music

ik

DANCE §TUDIO AAABESQUE MAHASARAKHAM

UNIVERSITY



